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ripe, from pafe, to cook. Another suffix vara (as in
p$-vam by the side of pi-v an) would give us *cvr-vard,
and this by the change of va into ou, as in VaruTia
and Qvpavos, would give apovpa. The Sanskrit urvara,
field, shows change of a into u, as in Varuwa for
Vara-w/a.

As agriculture was the principal labour in that
early state of society when we must suppose most of
our Aryan words to have been formed and fixed in
their definite meanings, we may well understand how
a word which originally meant this special kind of
labour was afterwards used to signify labour in
general. The most natural tendency in the growth
of words and of their meanings is from the special
to the general. Thus Tec/ere and gubernare, which
originally meant to steer a ship, took the general
sense of governing. To equi'p, which originally was
to furnish a ship (French equiper and esqwif, from
schifo, ship), came to mean furnishing in general.
Now in modern German, arbeit means simply labour;
arbeitsawi means industrious. In Gothic, too, arbai]w
ivS only used to express labour and trouble in general.
But in Old Norse, crfidhi means chiefly plouyldnf/,
and afterwards labour in general;x and the same word
in Anglo-Saxon, earfoth or earfethe, is labour. Of
course we might equally suppose that, as laloum\
from meaning one who labours in general, came to
take the special sense of an agricultural labourer,
so arbeitj from meaning work in general, came to

1 This statement rests on the authority of Bjorn Halldorsson's Jtic-
tionary, Icelandic and Latin, published by Jtask, 1814. Dr. YigfuHHon,
s.v. erfidi, doubts the meaning1 of ploughing-.